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Release Date: 22nd May 2008 
 
 

Japanese Government honours Sir Martin Wood – founder of 
Oxford Instruments  
 
 

 
 
On 29 April 2008, the Japanese Government announced that a decoration was to be 
bestowed upon Sir Martin Wood OBE FRS, Founder and Honorary President of Oxford 
Instruments plc, in recognition of his outstanding contribution to the promotion of 
scientific exchange between Japan and the UK. The Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays 
with Neck Ribbon will be presented to him by the Japanese ambassador on behalf of His 
Majesty, The Emperor of Japan in June. 

Sir Martin established Oxford Instruments in 1959 following his invention of the world’s 
first superconducting magnet. Oxford Instruments was the first commercial company to 
be spun out from the University of Oxford and one of the most successful. Its operations 
now span the globe. 

From the early days of Oxford Instruments, Sir Martin developed experimental 
equipments jointly with Japanese scientists. Japan’s highly regarded achievements in 
the area of condensed matter physics could not have been realized without his 
contribution. He has also been a consistent supporter of UK/Japan scientific exchange, 
and Oxford Instruments has regularly accepted young Japanese researchers and 
engineers as trainees. 

In order to extend his Japanese links in a systematic way, Sir Martin was instrumental in 
the establishment of the Millennium Science Forum in 1999, with the support of Oxford 
Instruments. The Millennium Science Forum awards the Sir Martin Wood Prize annually 
to an outstanding young Japanese scientist in the field of condensed matter physics.  
The winner is given the opportunity to lecture at universities in the UK. It not only 
offers incentives to young scientists but also stimulates scientific exchange between the 



  

UK and Japan.  Sir Martin plans to attend the 10th anniversary celebration of the 
Millennium Science Forum in November 2008. 

On hearing that he was to be decorated by the Japanese Government, Sir Martin 
commented: “It was a great surprise, and a great honour, to hear from the Japanese 
Ambassador that I have been awarded the Order of the Rising Sun.  I have been 
traveling widely in Japan since my first visit in 1970, and have made many strong 
friendships in the fields of scientific research and technological development.  I admire, 
strongly, the positive culture in Japan in these fields.” 

Throughout his life, Sir Martin has contributed to both Japanese academic achievement 
and to the nurturing of young Japanese scientists and engineers. He well deserves to be 
honoured for his service in the cause of scientific collaboration between Japan and the 
UK. 
 
End. 
 
 
 
 
For more information please contact: 
 
Lynn Shepherd 
Corporate Communications Manager                    Tel: +44 (0) 1865 393378 
Notes to Editors 
 
  
Oxford Instruments designs, supplies and supports high-technology tools, processes and 
solutions with a focus on physical science, bioscience, environmental and industrial 
research and applications. It provides solutions needed to advance fundamental 
nanoscience research and its transfer into commercial nanotechnology applications. 
Innovation has been the driving force behind Oxford Instruments’ growth and success 
for over 40 years, and its strategy is to effect the successful commercialisation of these 
ideas by bringing them to market in a timely and customer-focused fashion.  
 
The first technology business to be spun out from Oxford University over forty years 
ago, Oxford Instruments is now a global company with over 1500 staff worldwide and a 
listing on the London Stock Exchange (OXIG). Its objective is to be the leading provider 
of new generation tools and systems for the Physical Science and Bioscience sectors. 
 
This involves the combination of core technologies in areas such as low temperature 
and high magnetic field environments, Nuclear Magnetic Resonance, X-ray electron and 
optical based metrology, and advanced growth, deposition and etching. Our products, 
expertise, and ideas address global issues such as energy, environment, terrorism and 
health and are part of the next generation of telecommunications, energy products, 
environmental measures, security devices, drug discovery and medical advances. 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


